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was guarded against all enemies by the ' Fighters of God' under the
leadership of Jan Zhizhka of Trocnov."

It was to Hrad Kozi in the immediate vicinity of Tabor that John
Huss had fled in the year of 1412. It was at Sezimovo Usti, also
nearby, that the first Hussite parish in Bohemia was founded. Tabor
itself became the seat of the most formidable rebellion of the fifteenth
century. It was known as the Hussite rebellion. The movement had
begun as an extension of that great democratic movement in Europe
which had produced the Albigenses in France and Wycliffe's
Lollards in England. Huss had carried English democratic doctrine
to new heights; he had urged Dominion by Grace for lay as well as
ecclesiastical princes. And in this he had the support of the Czech
masses. He had agreed to face the Council of Constance because the
Emperor Sigismund had promised him safe-conduct. But the
Emperor betrayed Huss; the great Czech leader was condemned
for heresy. Left to the mercy of the secular powers, he was burned
to death and his ashes were scattered to the wind.

The betrayal and execution of Huss only served to crystallize
the struggle of the Czechs against the corruption of the Fifteenth
Century church and against the Emperor; they rebelled against
the forces which stifled their growth as a people. The extreme
wing of this movement centred at Tabor, where religious senti-
ment and national aspiration were fused with the resentment of
the poorer peasants and artisans against the richer folk. Here was
one of Europe's great social revolutions, inspired by John Huss,
" the pale thin man in mean attire " who had stirred Bohemia with
his passionate sermons. He was more powerful in his grave than
he had even been in the pulpit. He had inflamed tens of thousands of
his countrymen with a distrust of the old ways of life, with a passion
for a fresh understanding of God, man and national destiny. Nearly
the whole of Europe was mobilized by the Emperor Sigismund
against the Taborites, but as long as their blind leader, General
Zhizhka, was alive no ruler and no armies availed against them.
Again and again the Taborites were outnumbered by armies with
superior equipment, yet Zhizhka with his brilliant strategy always
turned them to rout. Zhizhka never had lost a single military
engagement, and thus Tabor became the symbol of the greatest
and bravest war of liberation in Czech history*